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VETERANS & FAMILY SUPPORT

                                                 DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI
                                                 GENERAL ORDERS
                                               JULY - AUGUST, 2010
Our National President Cortina Barnes says it best when she says we are United by 

Love for Our Veterans and Country.  The best way I know of to show this unification

is through the Veterans and Family Support programs.  There are several components

to this program.

BUDDY POPPY

In 1924, the VFW registered the name Buddy Poppy with the U.S.Patent Office.  The

Buddy Poppy represents the blood shed by American military service members and

reminds us of their sacrifices.  The flower is assembled by veterans in VA Hospitals,

domiciliaries and state veteran homes.  All proceeds from their distribution should

go into the Relief Fund to be used to assist Veterans and their families.  Remember

you DO NOT SELL Buddy Poppies, you distribute them.

NATIONAL MILITARY SERVICES
There are three areas included in National Military Services.

1.  Military Assistance Program (MAP) promotes involvement with the local military

by the VFW and Ladies Auxiliaries.  Grants are available for events such as welcome

home or farewell parties, Adopt-A-Unit or FRG (Family Readiness Group) activities.

2.  Operation Uplink provides free phone cards to hospitalized veterans and active

duty personnel.  The Ladies Auxiliary sponsors a free call day on Mother’s Day each

year for troops in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kuwait.

3.  Unmet Needs assists families who are in need of a little assistance to pay bills,

such as mortgage and home repairs.  These grants are paid directly to the creditor.

There is a maximum payment of $ 2500.

Donations for these three programs should be made payable to the Ladies Auxiliary

VFW, and sent to National Headquarters, 406 West 34th Street, 10th Floor, Kansas

City, MO 64111.  Earmark all donations NATIONAL MILITARY SERVICES.   This will

allow the donations to be used for the program where it is most needed.

LADIES AUXILIARY CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship began in 2006 and is available to members, their spouses and 

children over 18.  One scholarship of $ 1000 is awarded to each Conference.

A one-year membership in the Ladies Auxiliary is required before applying.

Applications must be received at National Headquarters by February 15, 2011...
VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN
The National Home for Children was established in 1925.  It is located in Eaton Rapids,

Michigan on 629 acres of land.  The home receives no government funding, making

donations essential.  The Auxiliaries’ donations of $ .10 (or more) per member to 

Health and Happiness is vital for the National Home.  These checks for Health and

Happiness are to be sent to the Ladies Auxiliary National Headquarters, 406 West

34th St, 10th Floor, Kansas City, MO 64111.  Go to the National Home website for

more information.  www.vfwnationalhome.org
The National Home trip is scheduled for October 22 – 24, 2010.   More information

will be in your program book.

We must Keep Veterans and their Families in Our Hearts as we continue Honoring

Our Veterans ... They Earned Their Wings.
Please contact me if you have any questions concerning this program.

Loyally,

Marianne Seelinger



home: 816-540-2965

35710 E 161st St



cell:     816-896-2699

Pleasant Hill, Mo.  64080-8361

email:  Lseelinger8@aol.com
