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VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 


AND 

PATRIOT’S PEN 

Our youth are our future and it is even more important now that we help them achieve some of their goals. One of those goals would be a scholarship to help them further their education.  We can help them achieve this goal by getting the information to them about our Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen programs. 

How can we get this information to them? 1) Visit your local schools early and talk with the teachers and counselors about our programs. 2) Another way to reach our youth is through your church or local boys and girls clubs. Ask if you can attend one of their meetings so you can explain to them the benefits of entering the essay contest and the potential of what can be won at the local, district, state and national levels. 3) You can also advertise these programs in your local newspaper or on your local radio station. 

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 2011-2012 Theme

“Is There Pride in Serving in Our Military?”

· Open to students in grades 9 - 12 that are enrolled in public, private, parochial high school and home schooled in the U.S. Military-Civilian dependent schools. The entry must be a 3 to 5 minute essay on an audio CD or standard cassette tape that must be labeled with their name.  A typed copy of the essay and a completed entry form must be submitted with the essay for judging. First place winner will receive a $30,000 scholarship from National. Second place will receive $16,000 and third place receives $10,000.
PATRIOTS PEN 2011-2012 Theme

“Are You Proud of Your Country?”

· Open to students in grades 6-8. The essay must consist of 300-400 typed words in English and submitted with a completed entry form. First place winner will receive a $10,000 U.S. savings bond and an all expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. Second place will receive an $8,000 U.S. savings bond and third place receives a $7,000 U.S. savings bond. 

DEADLINE FOR VOICE OF DEMOCRACY CONTEST
NOVEMBER 1ST- Entries to the post

Nov. 15th – Post judging completed and forwarded to District Level

Dec. 6th – District judging completed and forwarded to Department

January 7th – Completion of Department judging

January 15th – Department winners due at VFW National Headquarters

DEADLING FOR PATRIOT’S PEN CONTEST

NOVEMBER 1ST- Entries to the post

Nov. 15th – Post judging completed and forwarded to District Level

Dec. 6th – District judging completed and forwarded to Department

January 7th – Completion of Department judging

January 15th – Department winners due at VFW National Headquarters
Extra forms can be obtained from www.vfw.org online or ordered from the VFW store. All members of the Ladies Auxiliary should be promoting these programs. 

Get the word out to schools, newspapers, radio and television so all students have this opportunity. They can’t enter these contests if they are not aware of them. 

This is an opportunity for them to earn a scholarship and further their knowledge about the VFW and Ladies Auxiliaries. We are “Leaping into the Future for our Veterans as we Step Up Leave No Veteran Behind.”

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding these programs. 

Lynn Vineyard, Chairman

Department of Missouri

Voice of Democracy – Patriots Pen

2011-2012

3843 Oxford Rd.

Jefferson City, MO 65109

Home 573/893-2279

Fax 573/893-1812

Email: belkvineyard@aol.com (home)

lvineyard@mofb.com (work)
