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VOICE OF DEMOCRACY & PATRIOTS PEN

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

JULY – AUGUST 2011

Our detective is busy searching for students to participate in our Voice of Democracy and Patriots Pen contests.  You too can help by 1) searching your schools, churches and local youth organizations for eligible students 2) putting adds in your local newspapers, church bulletins, and bulletin boards at work or at your local grocery stores, and 3) contacting your local television and radio stations to promote these programs.   The earlier we get the information out about these programs the better.  You will have people asking you questions about these programs.  Hand them a brochure and then explain what the contest is about.  You can also advise them that they don’t have to be a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the Ladies Auxiliary to be eligible to enter. 

Brochures and entry forms are available online at www.vfw.org or order from the VFW Store. Be sure and keep a supply on hand for students, teachers and counselors. 

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 2011-2012 THEME

“Is There Pride in Serving in Our Military?’”

This is open to students in grades 9 – 12 and has to consist of a 3 – 5 minute speech on an audio CD or standard cassette tape which must be labeled with their name, a typed copy of the essay and a completed entry form to submit with the essay. 

PATRIOTS PEN 2011-2012 THEME

“Are You Proud of Your Country?”

This is open to students in grades 6-8 and has to consist of a typed essay of 300-400 words with a completed entry form attached. 

· Deadlines for Voice of Democracy contest
· Midnight, Nov. 1 – Entries to the Post
· November 15 – Entries to District Level
· December 6 – Entries to Department Level
· January 7 – Department judging complete
· Deadlines for Patriots Pen contest

· Midnight, Nov. 1 – Entries to the Post
· November 15 – Entries to District Level
· December 6 – Entries to Department Level
· January 7 – Department judging complete

Let’s make this the most successful year for the Voice of Democracy and Patriots Pen contests by getting the word out early and following up with your schools. 

Chairmen please consult with your VFW counterpart and work together in order to give our students the information they need to complete these contests. It is vital they have the correct information. This is an opportunity for the students to earn a scholarship and further their knowledge about the VFW and Ladies Auxiliaries. We are “Leaping into the Future for our Veterans as we Step Up Leave No Veteran Behind.”

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  

Lynn Vineyard, Chairman

Department Of Missouri

Voice of Democracy – Patriots Pen

2011-2012

3843 Oxford Rd

Jefferson City, MO 65109

Home 573/893-2279

Fax 573/893-1812

Email: belkvineyard@aol.com (home)

lvineyard@mofb.com (work)

