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Now is the time to get the word out on the Voice of Democracy and Patriot's Pen essay contests.  Visit the schools early.  Ask if you can go to a PTA meeting or into the classrooms to inform students the benefits of writing an essay on our themes, the scholarships that can be won on the local, district, state and national levels.  The following are outlines for both programs.

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 2010-2011 Theme

"Does My Generation Have A Role In America's Future?"

This is open to all students, grades 9-12, that are enrolled in public, private, parochial high school or home schooled in the U.S military-civilian dependent schools.  The entry must be a 3 to 5 minute essay on a cassette tape or CD on this year's theme and labeled with their name.  A typed copy of the essay and a completed entry form to submit the essay for judging.  $149,000.00 total will be awarded in scholarships and first place receiving a $30,000.00 scholarship.  Target sponsors an all expense paid trip to Washington D.C. to Department winners.

PATRIOT'S PEN  2010-2011 Theme

"Does Patriotism Still Matter?"

This program is open to students grades 6-8.  The essay must consist of 300-400 words in English and submitted with a completed entry form.  The first place winner wins a $10,000.00 US Savings Bond and an all expense paid trip to Washington D.C..

DEADLINES FOR BOTH CONTESTS

November 1 - Entries to the Post

November 15 - Post judging completed and forwarded to District level.

December 6 - District judging completed and forwarded to Department level.

January 7 - Completion of Department judging

January 15 - Department winners due at VFW National Headquarters

Extra forms may be obtained from www.vfw.org online or ordered from the VFW Store.  All members of the VFW and Ladies Auxiliary should be promoting these programs.  Our young people are our future and they should all have this opportunity to express their views on both of these themes and to win scholarships to help further their education.  Get the word out to the schools, newspapers, radio and TV so all students have this opportunity.  They can't enter if they are not aware of the doors that are opened for them.
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