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VETERANS AND FAMILY SUPPORT
DECEMBER 2011
During this busy holiday season we must not forget our Veterans and their Families.  
1.  Have you send Holiday boxes to those who are stationed far away from their families and
      loved ones?  Have you adopted a Unit?
2.  Have you planned a Holiday Party for the families of those who are left here at home?
3.  Have you thought about what you will be doing for Veterans who will be spending their 
     Holiday Season in a Veterans Home or hospital?
There is so much we can do and with a little imagination we can make the Holidays a little brighter from those who are deployed, their families left here at home and our Veterans who are in a Veterans Home or the Hospital.  

Ladies don’t forget to make a donation to National Military Services, if you have not made this donation please bring it up at your next meeting, our NMS donation goes to help fund Operation Uplink, Military Assistance Programs and the Unmet Needs Program.  A fund raising event can be done jointly with the Post, remember that a special award will be given at the February C of A for the best Fund raiser in each membership group. I must have this information no later than January 15, 2012. Please make sure that this donations is not overlook or forgotten.  Remember a $100 donation or more will receive a citation from the National VFW Ladies Auxiliary. 
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The National Home Halloween party was a big success and all attending had a wonderful time.  We had lots of candy and gifts thanks to all of those who participated, by going on the trip, donating funds and candy to help make this party the success it was.  The Jr. Girls who sent with us had a great time and were very excited and said they would like to go back again.  Thanks to all of you who made this possible with you donations. 
  
Check list for National Home:
1.  Have you made your Health and Happiness donation, 10 cents a member, but if you donate 
     .25 cents you will receive a citation.
2.  Keep collecting the Campbell Soup and labels for education and mailing them to the National 
      Home. 
3.  Promote the purchasing of a Life Memberships.

Deadline for Continuing Education Scholarship application must be received at National Headquarters by February 15, 2012. Prior winners are not eligible.
I would like to see one if not more of the Life in the US Military Books [image: Just buy the book]in every Veterans Home and hospital.   One of our own Auxiliary Sisters, Susan Eveland, whose father suffers from Alzheimer’s had not had much communication with her father for a while.  When she took a copy of this book on her regular visit to the Veterans Home where he resides, the first time there was no response, the second time when she sat down beside her father’s wheelchair and began looking through the book with him he gave a little indication that possibly he remembered.  Starting to lose hope on the third time when she brought the book, he began to reminiscing about his time in the military.  Tears of joy slipped down her cheeks for a small glimpse of the father before the disease.  What a wonderful book, if only for a few seconds or minutes to be able to bring back someone we love.   This wonderful book can be purchased for $25 order blank is enclosed or can be found on the National website www.ladiesauxvfw.org/programs/vetsupport.html, or on the Department of Missouri website http://www.vfwladiesauxmo.com/

As   members of the Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW, we need to be represented at the memorials and funerals for military killed in actions, we should be there for the families and friends to make our presence know and to let them know that we are there for them, sometimes just letting them know we care and realize the sacrifice that their loved one has made for our country.  We must all do our part to Step Up for these families.

As we leap into the Future for our Veterans and into 2012 below is my Christmas and New Year wish for each of you.
Christmas ,New Year Wish									
I made a Christmas wish for you,						
For a holiday full of pleasure, 
Friends and family all around, 
And memories to treasure.
I wish for you a Christmas filled
With joyous holiday cheer;
I wish you a Merry Christmas,
And a very Happy New Year!
By Joanna Fuchs

Thanks for all you do.
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