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“He’s not heavy ,

He’s my brother”

Robert W onnell

John E. Hamilton
Junior V ice Commander-in-Chief
National Rep. For June Convention

John E. Hamilton
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

John E. Hamilton was elected Junior Vice Commander-
in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in August,
2010, at the VFW's 111th National Convention, held in
Indianapolis, Ind.

Hamilton served in the U. S. Marine Corps from 1968-
1970 including a tour in Vietnam. His decorations
include the Purple Heart and two Gold stars, Combat
Action Ribbon, National Defense Service medal,
Vietnam Service Medal with two bronze stars, Republic
of Vietham Meritorious Unit Citation gallantry Cross
Color, Republic of Vietnam Unit Citation Civil Actions
Color (First Class) and the Republic of Vietham
Campaign Medal.

Hamilton joined the VFW in 1974 at Post 7909 in
Jacksonville, Fla. where he maintains his life member-
ship. He has served the VFW in many leadership posi-
tions including the National Council of Administration
from 1989-1991, and as State Commander from 1987-
1988.

Hamilton graduated with honors from Georgia Military
Institute in 1967. He worked as a professional wrestler
throughout the United States and the world for 15 years
as Johnny Montana, (also known as "Dr. Death") along
with other names and identities.

Hamilton is a member of the Military Order of the Cootie,
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Disabled American
Veterans, American Legion, and Marine Corps League.

He resides in Jacksonville, Fla.

State Commander

What a fantastic year this has been. It has been an honor and a privi-
lege to serve as your State VFW Commander. It has been a fantastic
journey visiting so many Districts and Posts around this great state.

Most of our goals have been met or exceeded. Without the help and sup-
port of the members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of
Missouri (that's you Comrades and Sisters) nothing would have been
accomplished. | wish to thank all those who supported the programs this
year and saw to it our Veterans were given a hand up when need be.

Our Missouri VFW Veterans Service Officer program is busy helping veter-
ans. Many of our Posts are busy helping veterans. Many of our Districts
are busy helping veterans. The word is slowly getting out that the VFW
exists to do just that, help veterans. All of your other programs can feed
off of the one primary program of the Department of Missouri. Many Posts
have realized that by having Post Service Officer Events and Veterans
Benefit Fairs they can accomplish so much more in their communities and
in the Post itself.

Membership continues to be a battle but many have accomplished their
goals and have attained the All State winner status. | will be honored to
present their awards at the State Convention June 9-12 in Columbia. Just
because your Post did not accomplish this goal is no reason to stop. You
still have time to reach the 100% goal and keep this organization a strong
and viable voice in Jefferson City and Washington D.C. | ask your full
support in accomplishing this goal.

One thing | must emphasize to all now and forever. Communicate, com-
municate, and communicate! Let your city, county and state know you
exist to serve veterans and their families.

If you recall, | dedicated this year to Comrade Joe Lundy. Not a day goes
by that | don't think about Joe and what a great friend he was. Please join
me in assuring the State of Missouri, Veterans of Foreign Wars never for-
gets Comrade Lundy.

| also want to thank all of my Chairmen for doing such a great job this
year. Every program was accomplished due to your hard work and dedi-
cation. Thank you so very much. | would be remiss if | forgot to thank the
Headquarters staff for all their hard work also, Jessie Jones, Angela Bode
and Linda Prenger do a fantastic job of keeping our organization on the
right track.

Again, thank you one and all for a great year and as a reminder it does
not end there. We need to all get on board and support next year's
Commander and | personally want to pledge to him and his Line Officers
my full support and dedication.

Bob Wonnell
State VFW Commander
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Olin Parks, Skice Commander

Comrades and Friends:

With the end of another great year in the
VFW we need to review our goals and
objectives and start refining the goals for
next year. Keeping your goals and objec-
tives (how you going to reach the goal) in
front of you is the only way to measure
concentrated effort. One goal that | hope
that every post adopts for next year to
work on efforts to consolidate retention
efforts. Posts that are looking for new
solutions or old solutions that work may
want to visit a post that is nearby and see
what they are doing - there is usually no
need to re-invent the wheel - just adapt it
for your usel!!

With Memorial Day approaching, | hope
that every post is planning ceremonies and
activities that reflect our real appreciation
for those that gave their all in defense of
our country. The weekend is a great time
to distribute Buddy Poppies to remember
our veterans - past and present - as well
as derive donations to fund our Veterans
Service Officer program as well as our
National Military Service Program. Our
public expects us to use the proceeds to
help our fellow veterans but we have to do
our part - do not miss the opportunity to
complete the chain.

In conclusion, | would like to thank each
and every active VFW member - you have
made my year such a learning experience.
| value each and every member for your
unigueness and dedication to our mission -
veterans helping veterans. Please contin-
ue the vital work that we are doing and
mentor new members to do likewise -
more hands makes the job easier and
more productive!!

Olin Parks,
Missouri Sr-Vice Commander

Phil Pippin, JAMce Commander

Thanks for all you do Comrades. I'm look-
ing forward to serving you as your Senior
Vice Commander for the up-coming year.

As your Membership Chairman, | will work
with you in completing our mission of
achieving our goal of growing this great
Veterans of Foreign Wars in new and rein-
stated members.

Please keep in contact with all your mem-
bers through news letters or sometimes
just a phone call to let them know we do
care.

Again, I'm proud to serve each and every
veteran in this great organization.

Keep up the good work.

Your Comrade and friend
Phillip Pippins

Urgent Plea from the Ladies
Auxiliary President

The VFW Ladies Auxiliaries
need your help.

Do you realize that every
member in the VFW have at
least (2) if not more mem -
bers of their family who are
eligible for the Ladies
Auxiliary . If they are not
members of the Ladies
Auxiliary , please invite them
to join the Ladies Auxiliary .

Jessie L. Joneddjutant/Quartermaster

Comrades:

As we begin to wrap up the 2010-2011
year, I'm pleased to report that the
Department finances are in good order and
improving. The budget is on track and we
should expect to end the year Okay.

| wish to thank all the Posts that con-
tributed to the Service Officer program.
Without your support the program would not
be the success that it is. Currently, your
Service Officers are handling 37% to 40%
of all the Veterans claims in Missouri as well
as many that are processed through out-of-
state Regional Offices. Your blessed with a
very dedicated work force and one you
should be proud of.

| congratulate those Posts that have
achieved the high honor of All-State and
those that are on track for All-American.
This was a challenging program this year,
requiring work in many areas to achieve
success. To be successful took a lot of effort
on your part and the Department thanks you
for it.

As your Adjutant/Quartermaster I'm in con-
tact with many of the Posts daily. One dis-
turbing trend | see with failing Posts is they
have, over time, allowed one or a few indi-
viduals to make all the decisions and run
the Post. While it's great that they are will-
ing to take on the duties, this is not con-
ducive to maintaining a growing organiza-
tion. We must always be mindful that this is
a “we” organization and that “we” have
sworn to leave no comrade behind. To keep
our membership growing, we must allow
and promote involvement of all are mem-
bers. Many may not have the time right
now, but they will certainly appreciate being
asked.

If elected, I'm looking forward to serving
you in the ensuing year and look forward to
seeing you at the State Convention.

In Comradeship
Jessie Jones
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Dave Morgan Past State Commande

Greetings Comrades:

For most of the year I've been working
with the Missouri Veterans Foundation
and Robert Hermann, the founder of VP
Fair in St. Louis, on “A tribute to Our
Troops -- Veterans Festival in Forest
Park”. The festival is scheduled for Labor
Day weekend. The grand scale event will
spotlight numerous activities throughout
the 1,293 - acre jewel of the St. Louis
metropolitan area.

Amusement rides, game booths, sporting
competitions, arts and crafts and musical
concerts will thrill kids of all ages when
the Inaugural Veterans Festival in Forest
Park is held September 3-5, 2011 to
benefit Missouri veterans.

A parade will welcome festival-goers to
the inaugural event as it winds through
magnificent forest Park. Classic cars on
display, hundreds of vintage automobils
on one of the parks spacious fields. The
beautifully renovated Forest Park golf
course will host a tournament, as will the
Dwight Davis tennis courts.

Admission to the festival is free.
Transportation will be provided within
park boundaries for a nominal fee.
Various events and fare will be offered at
family-friendly prices.

All proceeds from the Inaugural Veterans
Festival in Forest Park will benefit the
mission of the Missouri Veterans
Foundation.

For more information, please visit the
festival web site at
ForestParkFestival.com.

DaveMorgan
Past Department Commander

Lyle SeelingeiState Surgeon

Greeting Comrades,

Another VFW business year will soon be
over. A lot of Veterans have been helped
through the Service Officer program but
many more are out there that need our
help.

As Surgeon | have had the privilege of
visiting all of the VA Medical Centers here
in Missouri and Fayetteville Ark and some
of the CBOCs. The facilities are constantly
being upgraded to meet the needs of
today's veterans. All of the Medical
Centers are being expanded, remodeled,
enlarged or will be in the near future. The
one part of the visits at the facilities was
learning more about our VAVS program
and what they do. They spend hundreds of
hours and untold amount of money out of
their own pockets in support of the veter-
ans and the Volunteer Service programs.
They will have an information table at the
Department Convention. Stop by and
spend a few minutes talking to them and
learn what they are doing.

One of the most enjoyable duties | had as
Surgeon was visiting our Missouri Veterans
Homes and spending time with our com-
rades. Their care is second to none. For a
retirement center they are the cleanest you
can find. Dirt and odor free. Staffed with
qualified and friendly people. Food is
excellent. The ice cream at the
Warrensburg home is the best in the coun-
try. You can't eat just one. Cost is 25
cents. Free to the residents. The machine
was donated and maintained by the
Assistance League.

Although it is not one of my primary duties
of the Surgeon but one that | enjoy is
attending the National Guard Yellow
Ribbon and Benefit Briefings.

(Article continued on Page # 8)

Robert Myers
Assist ant Service Officer Popular

We wish the new Assist ant Service
Officer at Popular Bluff a safe

return from his deployment to
Afganist an.

Roberts unit was activated in early April
for deployment to Afghanistan in May. The
Department thanks him for his service and
wishes him a safe return.

Born in 1968, in the city of Hillsboro,
Kansas, Robert Myers started off his mili-
tary career in 1986 at Ft Jackson, South
Carolina as a Light Wheeled Vehicle
Mechanic. From there he has since been
assigned to various military units thru out
the United States and Europe and
Southwest Asia.

Robert has been deployed to Iraq in
support of operation Enduring Freedom in
the Sunni Triangle with the Missouri Army
National guard In-Lou of Military Police
when he served as Forward Operating
Base Grizzly Engineer. For this action
Robert was nominated for the Bronze Star.

Roberts current unit of assignment is the
1138th Medium Truck Company stationed
at Jefferson Barracks, St Louis Missouri
where he serves as the Motor Sergeant.

Robert is a life time member of the Hell
on Wheels chapter, Killeen, Texas, and a
member of the VFW Post 6477, of Poplar
Bluff, Missouri, and is continuing to work
on his degree towards a Bachelors in
Business Communications, with Colorado
Technical College.

Editor Note:

The Department currently has an
opening for a Claims Consult ant posi -
tion at the Poplar Bluff V A Hospit al to
continue our V eteran Service mission
until Robert s return.

Anyone wishing to apply should send
a resume to Jessie Jones at
adj@mo.vfwwebmail.com or mail to
Dept. Hdqt s.
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Jerry Jones
Candidate for Judge Advocate
2011-2012

Thank
You
for
your

support

Hermann seeks to raise $2M for

Veterans Festival

St. Louis Business Journal
Date: Thursday, April 21, 2011, 3:42pm CDT

Read more: Hermann seeks to raise $2M for
Veterans Festival | St. Louis Business
Journal

Bob Hermann, founder of the VP Fair in St.
Louis, wants to duplicate that effort to honor
military members who served overseas.

He wants to raise $2 million through the
Veterans Festival, which will be held this
Labor Day weekend in Forest Park.
Hermann, a Navy veteran, wants to attract
more than one million people for the event
over Sept. 3-5. Activities will include sports,
games, rides and exhibits. Admission will be
free so the majority of fundraising will come
through event sponsorships, which will range
from $250,000 to $10,000 dollars.

Proceeds will go to programs supported by
the Missouri Veterans Foundation.

Robert Eckerle
Candidate for Surgeon 201 1-1012

Greetings Comrades;

Some say spring has sprung, but what is
this with 90 degrees one day and 40
degrees the next. | trust that Mother
Nature will soon meet the goals of warmer
days as we will as we support our
Commander with 100% membership.

| come to you once again as a candidate
for State Surgeon. My resume shows that
| served as a Post Commander for three
years, each year as All State with the final
year as All State Team Captain and
National All American. | brought the dis-
tinction to our Post as a National
Community Service Post twice. | have
served at the District level including that of
District Commander. | have served at the
Department level as Chairman of the
National Home and on the Budget
Committee for two years. | have had sev-
eral National appointments..

| am a strong advocate of the Veterans
Service Officer program and the VFW
motto of "Veterans Helping Veterans". |
believe the Department of Missouri's lead-
ership must continue the greatness that
we have accomplished by supporting all
that we do and a little more. | believe in
leadership by setting the example and the
sharing of leadership, by seeking out
those that want to further our great organi-
zation and of knowing our resources to
make it happen. Keeping us strong by
supporting the programs that are dear to
all of us will be my priority. | will attempt
to further the awareness of communica-
tion to the public of what we really are and
what we stand for within our community as
I move up the chairs.

| look forward to seeing you at Convention
in June. | would appreciate your support.

In Comradeship;
Robert Eckerle

Tom Mundell
Candidate for Surgeon 201 1-2012

| strive each day to enhance the image
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in our
State. If elected Surgeon, | will maintain
the focus for our Veterans to have the
best hospitals and doctors possible.
Continuing the vigilant watchful eye of
the treatment, care, hospitalization,
assisted living, and Nursing home Care
in our Veteran Administration Hospitals
and Veteran Homes. Visiting each of
these and communicating back to the
Department, District Officers and our
membership the advances that were
made and the needs of the hospitals,
homes, patients, and residents.

We must help guide our Veterans and
the entire community, to develop a thor-
ough understanding of our programs,
and what we precisely stand for.
Reaching out to our youth through the
VFW Patriots Pen and Voice of
Democracy Essay Scholarship Programs
strengthens Patriotism.

We must recognize the Teachers that
emphasize the importance of Veterans
and the important role they played in
shaping America to be what it is today.
Never forgetting the Combatants that
have made the Ultimate Sacrifice, or
those held as Prisoners of War, or is
Missing in Action. These Warrior's must
be in the forefront of our message to all
Americans. Veterans in the Veteran
Homes and Hospitals should not only be
in our prayers, but we must stand togeth-
er, visit them, and give them our time, so
they know they are not forgotten.

We must make sure that our Women
Veterans are cared for and given the
respect that they earned and deserve.
We must stand together as Veterans,
using our talents to make sure that every
Veteran has the opportunity to access all
the benefits that they have earned.

(Continued on Page # 8)
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LADIES AUXILIARY PAGE

“Honoring our
Veterans, They have
earned their wings”

Charlotte Jones
State Ladies Auxiliary President

National President Cortina Barnes visited Missouri April 1-3 in
Kansas City. There were about 70 Auxiliary members in atten-
dance and we had a wonderful time. Friday night the Line Officers
and other special guests took her to the Phoenix in Kansas City.
The Phoenix is Jazz Bar (President Cortina loves Jazz) where we
had dinner and listen to some great Jazz music. Saturday morn-
ing we had a short meeting, with a lot of talking rabbits, ants, bees,
flowers and even Yogi and Boo Boo showed up, if you missed this
you missed a lot of fun. Saturday afternoon we visited the Truman
Library and as always when you get a group of Auxiliary sisters
together there is bound to be a little excitement. We were met at
the door by Harry S. Truman himself, he even invited to a press
conference after we finished our tour. Saturday night we had a
Banquet in her honor at Post 5789, the entertainment for this was
our State Elementary Teacher of the year winner, Tracy Cox,
brought in her second graders to do a Patriotic Song Program for
us, what a wonderful evening and weekend we all had. | would
like to thank Post and Auxiliary 5789 for all that they did to make
the National President's visit to Missouri a success. Susan
Eveland and Nicole Kelly were the Chairmen for the National
Presidents visit and | want to Thank you both for making this
weekend the best ever.

My year as the Ladies Auxiliary Department President is drawing
to a close. Thank you for the honor of serving this year as your
President. Auxiliary and VFW members our work is ongoing, as
long as there are Veterans who need our assistance we must be
there for them, donations to the VFW National Home for Children,
Cancer Fund and the Veterans Service Officers must continue.
WE must stay on top of our Legislator to make sure our Veterans
are not forgotten and they receive the benefits they are entitled to.
This year | had the honor of visiting all the Veterans Hospitals and
Veterans Homes in Missouri and now know how important it is for
us to volunteer in these facilities, volunteers make a difference to
our Veterans.

I would like to say a special Thank you to all the VFW members
and Line Officers of the Department of Missouri, for your continued
support of the Ladies Auxiliary. Thank you for your service to our
Country and Thank you for the service you are still giving to our
Veterans and Community.

God Bless you all,

Charlotte Jones

Department of MO

VFW Ladies Auxiliary President.

SANDY GERMANY, Elberta, Alabama
PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENT
NATIONAL APPEALS & GRIEVANCES CHAIRMAN AND
NATIONAL BUDGET & ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER
Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S.

Past National President Sandy Germany of Elberta, Alabama,
continues to serve the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States as National Appeals & Grievances
Chairman and a member of the Budget and Advisory
Committees. She also is serving as Department Secretary-
Treasurer of Alabama.

During her 2005-2006 From Sea To Shining Sea, Freedom Is Not
Free term as National President, members faced the challenges
presented by Mother Nature and the War on Terror as they
served veterans, their families, and our communities.

Members helped victims of the terrible hurricane season, topped
1,600 in total care packages shipped to our troops since the war
began, presented the first four scholarships to Ladies Auxiliary
VFW members or family (one in each of the Conferences),
marked the 70th Anniversary of Junior Girls Units, reached the
Patriotic Art Escrow Fund goal, and converted to a new computer
system, making the 93rd year of the Ladies Auxiliary to the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States quite unique.
Germany, a Life Member of Kichler-Pippen Auxiliary #5658, is
eligible through her brother, Ronald, who served two tours in
Vietnam in the U.S. Air Force. She comes from a family of veter-
ans and could have been eligible through her father, Pete
Frauenhoffer, who served in the Army Air Corps in WWII; and her

son, Curtis, who has been in the military since 1986, serving in

the U.S. Army in Korea, Iraq and Afghanistan and retired after 24
years of service.

She has served in many positions for the organization, including
Auxiliary President. As District and Department President, she
earned Runner-Up Outstanding President of the Year. She also
served as National Junior Girls Units Director, as National District
Council Member #8, and nine years as Department Secretary.

She has been employed with the town of Elberta since 1991 in
the capacity of Town Clerk, Court Clerk, and Magistrate and pre-
viously was bookkeeper for a farm implement dealer for 17
years.

She has two sons, one grandson, and two step-grandsons.
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THE MEMBER WHO NEVER CAME BACK

It amuses me now to think your organization
spends so much time looking for new mem-
bers...when | was there all the time.

Do you remember me?

I'm the person who came to every meeting,
but nobody paid any attention to me. | tried
several times to be friendly, but everyone
seemed to have his or her own friends to talk
to and sit with. | sat down among some unfa-
miliar faces several times, but they didn't pay
much attention to me.
| hoped somebody would ask me to join one
of the committees or to somehow participate
and contribute.... BUT NO ONE DID.
Finally, because of iliness, | missed a meet-
ing. The next meeting, no one asked me
where | had been. | guess it didn’'t matter very
much whether | was there or not. The next
meeting, | decided to stay home and watch a
good TV program. When | attended the next
meeting, again, no one asked me where | was
the preceding meeting.

You might say I'm a good person. | hold a
responsible job and love my community and
country.

You know what else | am???

I'M THE MEMBER WHO NEVER CAME
BACKI!!

Commanders:

Came across an old, yellowed copy of the
attachment on card stock.....things just never
change unless you make them....use the
attachment for presentation at your district
meetings...it is still valid and meaningful to
those of us who care about our fellow veter-
ans....it is a leadership function to make
everyone feel needed and use the available
talents that every member brings to the
table.....dropped by a post Friday night...no
one welcomed us or stopped by our table to
welcome us to the post - interesting? This
and several other similar stories should not
happen in a great organization like ours - let
everyone one of us be the solution and not
continue the problem....we do a good job of
recruiting but a terrible job of retaining (some
posts do a good job - find out what they
do!).....

Olin Parks, MO Sr-Vice Cdr

Your Missouri V eterans of Foreign W ars
Convention is a great place to meet
friends, renew old acquaint ances and
learn the VFW way of helping veterans.
See you in Columbia at the Holiday Inn
June 9-12.

Pic’s from 2010 Convention at right>>>>>>

ATTENTION VETERANS
(OR ELDEST LIVING SURVIVOR)
DID THE VETERAN

Serve on Active Duty Between
December 7, 1941 and December 31,
1946 (WWII)

Or
June 27, 1950 and January 31, 1955
(Korea)

Or
February 28, 1961 and May 7, 1975
(Vietnam)?

IF THE ANSWER IS "YES”
You may be qualified for a Veterans
Recognition Award from the State of
Missouri.
These awards are authorized whether
or not the Veteran served in the United
States or in a foreign country.

For specific eligibility requirements go
to

http://www.moguard.com/veteran-
awards.php

Or call toll free

1-866-834-3431

PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE
MISSOURI NATIONAL GUARD

US Staff Sergeant Michael Gilpin from
Memphis, Tennessee, of the 502nd Infantry
regiment 2nd Batallion 3rd Platoon of the
Charger Company, stands at a checkpoint
around Lakokhel camp in the Zari district of
Kandahar city on December 02, 2010.

Tim-Michael is a life member of Post 280 and my Grandson. He is on his fourth com-
bat tour, three in Iraq and this one in Afghanstain. He has been in the Army since
Feb 2002 and has been with Charger Company, 2nd Bn, 502nd Inf Reg, 101st ABN
the entire time. He has received the Bronze Star and the Army Commendation Medal
and other citations and awards. He is a squad leader and also served a tour in Iraq
with the Bn scout/sniper platoon. Michael is scheduled to return to the states in July
2011. Michael is an outstanding example of the finest America has to offer and my

hero.

CWO Dewey M. Riehn, US Army Retired

Legislative Chairman, VFW, Missouri Department

Life Member Post 280
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Partners in V eteran Service

Become a continuos donor and receive a distinctive donor pin.
Bronze - $10.00/mo or $120.00/yr.
Silver - $20.00/mo or $240.00/yr.
Gold - $30.00/mo or $360.00 or more per yr.

Pins to be awarded at the State Convention.

Dennis F. Flynn
Department Service Officer

DID YOU KNOW? NOW TWO WAYS TO DONATE
TO THE VETERAN SERVICE
1) The Veterans of Foreign Wars was founded in 1899 for OFFICER PROGRAM
the purpose of assisting veterans in obtaining medical 1 As an Individual:

and pension benefits from the federal government?
By Credit Card monthly or one time donation (see att achment).

2) VFW Service officers file over one third (1/3) of the The individual donor will be recognized by VFW Dep _ artment.
claims filed in the St. Louis Regional.office?

2. As a Post/District member:

3) VFW Service officers are successful in obtaining over

$120,000,000 million dollars in VA benefits for Veterans in Donate directly to your Post Relief Fund on a monthly (auto -
Missouri each year? mated transfer by credit card to Post Relief Fund) or one time

basis. Be sure to request that your donation be forwarded to

4) The VFW Service Officer program is funded solely Department for the Service Officer Program and that your

; Post/District be given credit for the donation. This donation
through VFW Department membership dues, programs -
and d%nations’? P P prog will used to offset the $3.00 per member

Requirement for Post/District "All S tate" program.

5) Donations to the VFW Service Officer program are
tax-deductible to the full extent of the law? Submitted by: James Rippy . VSIO Chairman

“VETERANS HELPING VETERANS”
JOIN THE “PARTNERS IN VETERAN SERVICE”
BY STARTING YOUR MONTHLY DONATIONS TODAY!!
DONATION CARD

Mail to:
VFW Dept. of Missouri | would like to support the important work of the VFW Service
P.O. Box 26 Officers by enclosing my gift of: ( )$25 ( )$50 ( )$75 ( ) Other $ (check enclosed)
Jefferson City Mo. 65201 Donor name:
(Please Print)
Credit Card Donation Address:
Step 1: Complete Credit Card Information:
Please charge my: ( )Master card ( ) VISA ( ) AMEX ( )Discover Card No. Expiration /
Signature Date: Phone No. Security Code:

Step 2: Please choose one option:
() Option 1: Make a one time donation by credit card of $
() Option 2: Join the Partners in Veteran Service by donating the amount listed below from my credit card monthly:
() $10 per month* () $20 per month ( ) $30 per month ( ) Other $ per month.
*monthly minimum amount is $10, processed on the day requested of each month.
| understand payments will continue automatically each month until | notify VFW Department Headquarters of any change.
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Jessie L. Jones
Candidate for Jr. Vice Commander-In-C
2015-2016

2009 —presentState Adjutant/Quartermaster

2009 — present  Chairman, Missouri Assoc. of Veterans (

2008 — 2009  State Adjutant/Assistant Quarter master

2007 - 2008  State Adjutant

2006 — 2007  All American State Commander

1999 —2000  All State Commander, District No. 9

1994 —1997  All State Commander, Post 2657
Received various National Appointments over the years.

B. S. Degree in Business Administration from the Univefditissouri, St. Louis
MBA from William Woods University

Retired from AmerenUE after 36 years of service. Twenty26jx
years in Management at Ameren’s Callaway Nuclear PowertPlan

“Asking for your support and endorsement at the 2011 State Convent

Richmond VFW Post 4398
received $500 from District 1
VFW Commander George
LaPrade (center) Thursday at
the VFW Post . Pictured with
LaPrade is Millard Yoakum (left)
and Post 4398 Commander Larry
Brune. The post was the lucky
recipient of a VFW state post
drawing among 30 eligible state VFWs that reached their 100 percent
membership quota by Dec. 31. By unanimous vote, Richmond VFW
members voted to spend $400 of the proceeds to purchase a Life
Legacy membership for Yoakum as a thank you for his years of service
and aid to veterans in Ray County and District 1. Yoakum spent 20
years in the Navy and is a veteran of Korea and Vietnam. (Photo by

Jim Rippy)

(Lyle Seelinger Continued from Page # 3)

The personnel are very interested in their benefits and
how the VFW can help them. They are very attentive
when we talk to them as they see us as one of them.
Our Service Officers will not have to worry about job
security as the service men and women need our help in
obtaining and maintaining their benefits. If you are
interested in helping your fellow comrades then the
briefings is one area you can be involved in. They don't
take up that much of your time. By attending the briefings
it shows that the VFW cares about them.

I am looking forward to the next challenge facing me.
with your vote of confidence | will, to the best of my ability,
fulfill the duties as your Jr. Vice Commander.

Hope to see you at the

Department Convention.

Your Comrade,
Lyle J. Seelinger.

(Tom Mundell Continued from Page # 4)

making sure all the Veterans in Missouri have the opportu-
nity to receive the best health care, education, compensa-
tion, and comradeship available by guiding them to our
professionally trained Veterans Service Officers.

Let us develop a team of Veterans; standing together to
make sure every veteran continues to be all they can be.
This is my Pledge, to continue each and every day, setting
the example, helping our Veterans and the Veterans of
Foreign Wars to make a successful journey into the future.

MILITARY; United States Army. Silver Star, Distinguished
Flying Cross, Bronze Star w/V Device, Air Medal w/V
Device, Army Commendation Medal w/V Device, and Four
Purple Hearts

Veterans of Foreign W_ars; Post Commander for 2 years
leading Overland - St Ann Post 3944 to All American and
All State Status in 2009 - 2010. Missouri State POW/MIA
Chairman 2009 - 2011. 12th District Officer for 3 years.
National Recruiter Century Award 2009 - 2010 (Recruited
158 Members). National Aide-de-Camp 2009 - 2010.

In 2009, | organized the first Joint Prisoner of War,
Missing in Action Accounting Command (JPAC) VFW
Symposium in the United States. In 2010, | was instru-
mental in organizing the first POW MIA Recognition
Ceremony and displaying the largest POW Flag on the
field, and raising the POW-MIA Flag with the American
Flag at Busch Stadium before a St Louis Cardinal Baseball
Game.

| coordinated many successful Veteran Benefit Fairs. |
gave presentations on Veterans Issues throughout
Missouri and was the Keynote Speaker at several displays
at the Vietham Memorial Traveling Wall.

Veterans are the strength of the p ast, strength of
today, and they will be the strength of tomorrow , on
both the battlefield, and later in life, in the community
| pledge to devote my life to ensure this.

| ask for your vote at the S tate
Convention
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VFW Commander -In- Chief, Richard Eubanks V isits Missouri on the week-end of May 7,201 1

During Commander-In-Chief Eubanks vist, he was escorted to Post in Clinton, Pleasant Hill, Parkville, Lee’s Summit and
St. Joeseph by State Commander Robert Wonnell. Below are some of many pictures taken during his visit
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VFW Ladies Auxiliary National President V isits Lee’s Summit

April 2, 2011
By Lisa Volkert, Tribune VFW Editor

2nd graders, ladies behind them left to right: Charlotte Jones, Dept. of Missouri State President LAVFW, Tracy Cox music teacher,
Renner Elementary School & Cortina Barnes, National President, LAVFW.

Each year Tracy Cox conducts a patriotic music program - these 2nd graders performed just a portion of that program. Dr. Tulipana,
Principal at Renner made this possible by allowing a school bus to transport the children. 4 classroom flags and two plagues were
presented to Dr. Tulipana and Tracy Cox.

Tribune Photos / Fred Poese

On Saturday April 2, 2011 the Veterans of Foreign Wars Ladies Auxiliary National President made her official visit to Missouri.
National President, Cortina Barnes, is from Washington DC and was installed at the National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana in
August 2010.

Each year the National President visits all fifty states and several Auxiliaries overseas. This year the visit to Missouri took place in
Lee’s Summit where Chairman Susan Eveland and Co-chairman Nicole Kelly reside.

The day started with a meeting at the Lee’s Summit Housing Authority where the President was welcomed by an aisle of American
flags held by members of the Ladies Auxiliary from all over Missouri. After a productive meeting lunch was served by Auxiliary 5789,
Lee’s Summit. The afternoon was spent at the Truman Library.

A banquet to honor President Barnes was held at VFW Post 5789 on Saturday evening. A wonderful meal was prepared by Two
Women in a Kitchen Catering, which is owned by Auxiliary 5789 member Nicole Kelly. The highlight of the evening was a perform-
ance by the 2nd grade music class from Renner Elementary in the Park Hill School District. Their music teacher, Tracy Cox, was
honored as the Outstanding Elementary Teacher of the Year by the VFW Department of Missouri at a banquet held in Jefferson City in
February. Renner Elementary Principal, Dr. Tulipana was instrumental in getting the students to the event by providing a bus at her
expense. The students sang a few songs from the Patriotic program that Mrs. Cox teaches each year. President Barnes stated she
was honored to be entertained by America’s future.

The visit came to a close with hostess Susan Eveland presenting President Barnes with a Key to the City of Lee’s Summit. Mayor
Rhoades was unable to attend the event, but a letter was read congratulating President Barnes on her many accomplishments with
the VFW Ladies Auxiliary.

The Department of Missouri, the Fabulous 5th District and the Ladies of Auxiliary 5789 had a wonderful weekend with National
President Barnes and we look forward to seeing her again at the National Convention in San Antonio, Texas in August.

Past National Glennet a Vogelsang, National President Cortina National American W ar Mothers
National President Cortina Barnes and Barnes and Dep artment President President, Harry S. T ruman (??7?)
Department President Charlotte Jones Charlotte Jones and National President Cortinia

Barnes
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VFW POST 2866 Saint Charles feeds Lambert Saint
Louis Airmen

VFW Post 2866 Saint Charles was requested by the Missouri Air
National Guard to prepare food for 450 members of the 131st
Bomb Wing Lambert Saint Louis Mission Support Group Sunday
May 1st. As you will recall the Good Friday tornado caused more
than $10 million in damage to the Missouri Air National Guard
base at Lambert Airport. "Sixteen of our 25 buildings sustained
some type of damage," said Air Force Col. Kathleen Hancox,
commanding officer of the 131st Mission Support Group. VFW
Post 2866 prepared over 1,200 hamburgers and hot dogs plus all
the trimmings for a giant feed. Approximately 20 members of the
Post and Auxiliary cooked meat outside with a very ingenious
cooker and then served the hungry airman after a command for-
mation inside a base hangar. All the airman and command staff
were most appreciative and supportative of Saint Charles VFW
Post 2866 during this time of need.

Submitted by: Neal Lang, Commander, VFW Post 2866

Dear Fellow American:

On December 10, 2010, United States Marine CPL Justin
Mcloud lost both of his legs and his left arm after stepping on an
improvised explosive device in the Helmand Province.

As part of our outreach campaign to help veterans VFW Post
2593, its auxiliaries and the Marine Corp League Jeffco
Detachment 707 are sponsoring a BBQ benefit on Saturday, July
2nd, 2011 for CPL Justin Mcloud and his family.

We would greatly appreciate your donation to assist us in mak-
ing this event successful for Justin whose sacrifices made possi-
ble the freedoms we all enjoy today.

Donations can be in the form of product(s), gift certificate(s) or
tax-deductible monetary donation. Please make checks out to
Justin Mcloud Trust Fund and can be deposited at any Eagle
Bank in the St Louis area or you can mail donations to:

VFW Post 2593

Justin Mcloud Benefit
Attn: Debbie Denny
2301 Church Road
Arnold, Missouri 63010

If you prefer, a representative of our Post would be more than
happy to pick up your donation.

Thank you for your support of our veterans and for your consid-
eration of this request.

Sincerely,
Brad Denny

Brad Denny, Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Becker-Meyer-Becker
Post 2593

636-296-2611

Pictured on the lef tis Missouri’ s delegation that trav -
eled to W ashington D. C. in March.
<L L L L L L L L L L L
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PROGRAM

91st Annual Convention
Department of Missouri, VFW
June 9 - 12, 2011
AGENDA

THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2011 = ------memememmmmmeeee-
2:00 - 5:00 PM VFW, VFWLA Registration, Holiday Inn Select (Atrium Lobby)

3:00 PM VFW By-Law Meeting (Parliament I)

3:30 PM VFWLA Line Officers Meeting (President's Suite)

4:30 PM VFWLA Council of Administration Meeting (Windsor 1, II, IlI)
4:00 PM VFW Budget Meeting (Polo)

5:00 PM VFW Council of Administration Meeting (Windsor 1V)

7:30 PM VFWLA District & Auxiliary Presidents Practice (Windsor I, II, 111)
8:30 PM VFWLA Floor Practice (Windsor I, I, 1lI)

FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2011 —---mmmmemmmmmeeee
8:00 - 11:00 AM VFW Registration, Holiday Inn Select (Atrium Lobby)

1:00 - 4:00 PM
8:00 - 1:00 PM  VFWLA Registration, Holiday Inn Select (Atrium Lobby)
3:00 - 4:00 PM

8:30 - 11:.00 AM Joint Opening Session (Windsor Ballroom)
Presentation of Colors
Invocation by Department Chaplain, Wayne Asher
Pledge of Allegiance - National Anthem
Formal Opening of 91st Annual Convention
Introduction of National and Department Officers
Introduction of National and Department Auxiliary Officers
Introduction of Distinguished Guests
Presentation of Flag by Auxiliary Patriotic Instructor
Response by Recipient of Flag
Remarks by Distinguished Guests
Memorial Services conducted by Department Chaplain, Wayne Asher
POW / MIA Ceremony (Remembrance)
Remarks by Department Commander, Bob Wonnell
Remarks by Department President, Charlotte Jones
Remarks by National Auxiliary Representative, Sandy Germany
Key Note Address by National Representative, John E. Hamilton
11:00 - 11:30 AM  Special Awards Presentations
12:30 - 4:30 PM  VFW Business Session (Windsor V)
Report of Convention Rules
Report of Time and Place
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1:00 PM
5:00 - 6:30 PM
5:00 - 6:30 PM
6:30 PM
8:30 PM

13

Report of Resolutions & By Laws

Reports from State Officers

Ladies Call during this Session

Unfinished Business

Award Presentations

VFWLA Ritualistic Opening of Auxiliary Convention (Windsor I, II, 111)
B-B-Q (Poolside)

VFW Past Commanders Meet & Eat (by invitation only)

VFW Presentation of All State Team (Poolside)

VFWLA Reception for national Representative Sandy Germany

SATURDAY, June 11, 2011 =-o-eemememeemeemeee

8:00 - 11:30 AM
8:00 - 10:00 AM
8:.00 - 9:15AM
8:00 AM

9:30 - 11:00 AM
9:30 - 11:00 AM

11:00 - 12:00 PM
12:00 - 4:00 PM

1:30 PM
12:00 - 8:00 PM

4:00 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 - 6:30 PM

VFW Registration, Holiday Inn Select (Atrium Lobby)
VFWLA Registration, Holiday Inn Select (Atrium Lobby)
VFW VSIO/Service Officer Workshop (Windsor V)
VFWLA Opening of Meeting (Windsor 1, II, IlI)
VFW E-Membership Workshop (Windsor V)
VFW Budget & Standing Rules Meeting with New Council Members
(Parliament 1)
VFW Lunch Break (Districts to schedule caucuses during this time)
VFW Business Session Resumes (Expo Center)
New Business
Report of Credential Committee (Randy Bartholome)
Nomination and Election of Officers
Good of the Order (NO CAMPAIGN NOMINATIONS)
VFWLA Opening of Meeting (Windsor 1, II, IlI)
Photo session of all State level Officers and Chairpersons for VFW &
VFWLA (Polo)
MOC Meeting (following VFW meeting - Windsor 1V)
MOCA Meeting (following VFWLA meeting - Parliament I)
Joint VFW & Ladies Auxiliary Installation of Officers (Expo Center)
Closing of the Convention

SUNDAY, June 12, 2011  =--eemememeemeeneee

8:00 - 9:00 AM
8:30 AM
9:00 AM - Noon

THURSDAY:
FRIDAY:

SATURDAY:

SUNDAY:

Non-Denominational Devotional Service (Windsor 1V)

VFWLA Final Opening of Meeting (Windsor I, II, III)

VFW Meeting of the New Council of Administration (Windsor V)

VFW UNIFORM OF THE DAY

Council Meeting - VFW Shirts (casual)

Joint Opening Session: State Line Officers - Blue blazers, Gray slacks

and tie

Business Session: State Line Officers - Blue blazers, Gray slacks and tie
All State Presentation: Slacks or shorts and Department
shirts (casual)

Business Session: State Line Officers - Blue blazers, Gray slacks and tie

Joint Installation:  State Line Officers - Blue blazers, Gray slacks and

tie

All State level Officers and Chairpersons - Blue blazers, Gray slacks, cap

and tie



