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Americanism/

Patriotic instructor
      CONGRATULATIONS!!!  Ladies you have been appointed as the AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN and or PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR for the 2011 - 2012 auxiliary year.  Please consider this an honor that your President has chosen you for this most important position.

     Americanism can be described as pride in our country and flag.  Courage from our service men and women who have served and who still serve our country.  The Ultimate Sacrifice from those who gave their life, and our current service men and women who give up being with their families to give us peaceful days and nights and the Honor and Loyalty to serve a grateful nation.  These powerful words are like snowflakes; when added together make an avalanche of PATRIOTISM.  

     Our Americanism programs are to educate our young students in the schools for they are our hope of tomorrow and our future.  We need to praise our veterans for they are our history and honor our service men and women for they are our peacekeepers.  We all must stay active in our quest to keep Americanism and Patriotism alive, from the young people of this country to all of us, The Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars. We must work together!

     We need to reach out to every teacher, administrator and school board member to make sure that our youth is taught true patriotism and respect for our American Heritage. It is never too soon to get into the schools and talk with the teachers to promote our programs.  Then we need to go back and recognize those teachers who diligently instruct our children about flag etiquette and all the democratic values in which our nation was founded by recommending them for the TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD.

     In September remember to hold your Patriot Day service and POW/MIA service.  Do not forget our Gold Star Mothers as well as The Statue of Liberty’s Birthday.

     New this year we will STEP-UP to alert all Americans about the rising numbers of military suicide.  During the month of September we will be promoting Suicide Awareness Month.  I will be requesting that every auxiliary sister wear a teardrop sticker daily to symbolize the sorrow we feel for every soldier who takes his or her life.  There will be more information to follow about this special project. 

     We must not forget “Veterans in the Classroom”; consider participating in the “Veterans History Project” you can obtain more information on this at http://www.loc.gov/vets/.  

     You must also promote the Get-Out-The-Vote program.  This is a good time to include your youth, Jr. Girls, Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts. You may want to plan a “Meet and Greet” of all the candidates with your post or in the community. You need to remind your auxiliary sisters of all upcoming elections.

     So ladies as you see we have a lot of work to do right from day one.  So let’s work together as we “STEP UP – TO LEAVE NO VETERAN BEHIND” while we are “LEAPING INTO THE FUTURE FOR OUR VETERANS”

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR

     As Patriotic Instructor it will be your duty to instruct your auxiliary sisters about the proper way to salute when reciting the Pledge of allegiance and during the singing of The National Anthem.  Every time you receive a new sister into your auxiliary make sure and instruct her of the proper ways to salute, parade rest, when to be at attention and the different raps of the gavel.  Please make copies of the “Understanding Auxiliary Traditions” and hand a copy to each new member you receive into the auxiliary and also to your current members. Sometimes we get lax on the proper way to do things.  Always be prepared to answer any questions about flag etiquette and always refer to the “The Federal Flag Code” for the correct answers which is available in the VFW Store Catalog or online at www.vfwstore.org.

Did you know:

God is before Country: Prayer before the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Colors of our flag: Red:  signifies the courage and sacrifices of our

                                  Nation’s defenders

                           White:   symbolizes our desire for Liberty

                           Blue:   stands for Loyalty and Unity

Respectfully,
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Cathy Pilliard,      

Americanism Chairman/Patriotic Instructor 

16 Heather Ct.

Crystal City, MO 63019

E-mail:  jbvavsrep@sbcglobal.net
Home: (636) 933-2277

AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN

AND

PATIROTIC INSTRUCTOR

AWARDS

2011 – 2012
1. Award to Auxiliary Chairman in each division with the most Unique Patriotic Program presented in the schools to teach patriotism to students.

2. Award to Auxiliary Chairman who Best Promotes MILITARY SUICIDE AWARENESS and the Teardrop Sticker in the month of September.

3. Award to Auxiliary Patriotic Instructor with the Most Unique way of Teaching Patriotism in the Auxiliary and Community.

4. Award to Auxiliary Chairman with most Unique POW/MIA Service.

5. Citation to Auxiliary Chairman who Best Promotes The Veterans’ History Project.

6. Citation to Auxiliary Chairman who Distributes the most American Flags and POW/MIA Flags (at least 2”x 3”) in the schools and in the Community.

7. Citation to District Chairman that has 100% of their Auxiliaries reporting.

MEMBERSHIP GROUPS

Division I:  10 – 50 members

Division II:  51 – 100 members

Division III:  101 – 200 members

Division IV:  201 plus members
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